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From the Desk of C. Horvath, Principal
February 2008
Since the beginning of the year, I have conducted several "Think Tank" sessions with a variety of staff as a way to brainstorm, share and listen to perspectives of each other, process alternatives, strategize and then design an action plan for change.  This approach is very helpful in working collaboratively as a team to face challenges or issues that arise.  The consistent goal for these focussed discussions is to stop, take a look at where we are, and decide on how to improve our practice to lead to improved student success.  We have a moral purpose to our students to evaluate how we are doing as a school and determine where the gaps are.  At a fundamental level, moral purpose in educational change is about improving society through improving educational systems and thus the learning of all citizens.  In education, moral purpose involves a commitment to raise the bar and close the gap in student achievement.  Moral purpose, then, is about student learning at levels not before achieved.  It is also about how people treat each other – caring, but also demanding expectations to do better.

We have recently hired a Waterloo Co-operative Education student, Andrew Pauls, who is not only assisting in one of our mathematics classes but completing some data analysis of student progress for the past semester.  We will be dedicating and directing our resources towards students who have had two or more failures especially in grades 9 and 10.  Research indicates that once a student has failed a course or two in these grades, they are at a higher risk of dropping out of school.  With the recent implementation of Bill 52 Learning to 18, we have an increased responsibility for all of our students to not only graduate but to leave high school with an array of life skills.  Such skills would include:  problem solving, working collaboratively; strong communication skills both written and oral; developing critical thinking skills; be respectful of others; be open minded; accept differences of others and be able to make well informed decisions.

Critical thinking is important because of the enhanced satisfaction and learning that results when students are challenged to use and apply the ideas in a curriculum.  Presenting subject matter in the context of a problem or an issue is more motivating to students and more likely to develop deeper understanding than asking students simply to record answers found in the textbook or in a presentation.  We can use your help in assisting your son or daughter by reinforcing the work of teachers.  Nurturing critical reflection in a supportive way with your child can increase their chance of success.  What does this look like?  Here are some suggestions as borrowed from Roland Case of "The Critical Thinking Consortium":

1)
When helping with homework, encourage your child to suggest his/her own ideas and to explain why, and when correcting errors, rather them simply telling the right answer guide your child by asking open-ended questions (e.g., Have you thought about the effects of…?  What else might happen if you did this?  That sounds interesting, can you tell me why you thought this?)

2)
Praise imaginative or thoughtfully supported ideas, even if the comments are not entirely correct

3)
Encourage your child to explore positions from different points of view, especially from perspectives that he/she does not personally hold

4)
Help your child identify the relevant factors or criteria to consider when making a particular decision

5)
Invite and (when appropriate) accept your child's ideas and suggestions in planning events, establishing family rules and solving personal problems.

We need your support and involvement as much as you need ours.  I am a firm believer in working together to create new ideas, resolve conflicts and provide the conditions for hope.  Please feel free to share your thoughts or suggestions.

As you can see from the contents of this newsletter, our students continue to achieve at a high level in a multitude of areas.  I hope that your son or daughter did well from last semester and will continue to do so throughout the year.

From Business

· Congratulations to Kai Tai Li and Phillip Chen who placed first and second respectively in the Young Investors of Tomorrow Stock market Competition.
Listed below are the Top 10 Performers of the first session. 
 

The Investors of Tomorrow Annual Awards Ceremony will be held in mid-May to honour the top 10 participants in the first session.  Visit: www.investyoung.org for the Press Release regarding the first session of the Invest Young Stock Market Challenge. 
 

The official rankings for the first session are listed below:
	 
	First
	Last
	Portfolio Value
	School

	1
	Kaitai
	Li
	$1,299,368.81
	Glenforest Secondary School

	2
	Philip
	Chen
	$1,286,473.43
	Glenforest Secondary School

	3
	Angelo
	Pirosz
	$1,131,223.24
	John Cabot C.S.S.

	4
	Ammar
	Masud
	$1,124,508.69
	Gordon Graydon Memorial Secondary School

	5
	Matthew
	Jolliffe
	$1,099,806.79
	Erindale Secondary School

	6
	Ian
	Carnevale
	$1,095,597.97
	St. Aloysius Gonzaga Secondary School

	7
	Antonio
	Park
	$1,093,218.22
	St. Aloysius Gonzaga Secondary School

	8
	Bill
	Mei
	$1,089,091.01
	Glenforest Secondary School

	9
	Eduardo
	Caruso
	$1,088,534.25
	John Cabot C.S.S.

	10
	Bryan
	Leigh
	$1,086,370.16
	Gordon Graydon Memorial Secondary School


 

Once again, congratulations on your excellent performance. We wish you the best of luck in the second session of the InvestYoung Online Stock Market Competition.
From International Baccalaureate
· We have received a large number of applications for the grade 9 IB preparatory programme and are in the process of reviewing the applications. Successful applicants will be notified by the middle of the month. We would like to thank our Waterloo Co-op student Andrew Pauls for all the help he has provided in processing the applications and preparing the packages.
From Languages
· Forty-six ESL students enjoyed the fresh Canadian cold air as they hiked the Bruce Trail at Jack Smythe Field Centre last November.  They look forward to falling in the snow as they cross country ski this month.

From Mathematics
· In January, staff from the Community Relations and Media Departments of the Peel Board visited Glenforest to  shoot a video to be used to create a short documentary on math contests.   Several members of the Math Clubs and   Mr. Burton participated in this event.   Glenforest S.S. was chosen for this honour because of our consistently excellent performance in the various math contests.
· As a culminating project, our Data Management students designed and created many innovative games.  As part of this project, the games were then set up in the cafeteria and enjoyed by over one hundred other students.
· The Math Department and the students of Glenforest would like to thank our peer math tutors for their fine efforts in Semester 1.  This free lunch period tutoring will continue in Semester 2.
From Science
· By the end of semester 2 all grade 10 students will have visited the Peel Region Integrated Waste Management Facility to increase their awareness about recycling and the environment.
· May 1st is planting day at Fleetwood Park for all Semester 2 Grade 10s to promote the importance of local ecological systems.
· Grade 9's have visited and learned many science concepts at the Ontario Science Center.  Our school was specially praised for our well behaved students.
· Cafeteria Recycling has begun!  We are finally seeing students clean up after themselves and separate some of their waste!
From Tech-Arts
· Auditions for the play have been completed and the cast is set.  The name of the play is Exit the Body and will be presented April 30, May 1st and 2nd.
· The music department presented a very successful Winterlude concert.
· A very successful Holiday Assembly was conducted by Mr. Villano and filmed by the television class.
· Vharadwaj Pindiprolu and Amaechi Eneh won first place in the Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation student achievement awards in the category of visual arts – grade 9/10 academic for their graphic novel.  They were honoured at an awards ceremony at the District 19 offices on January 29.

There have been some exciting developments in our school theme of Global Mindedness.  A student group called Youth for Global Action  directed by Mr. Vitols has planned a series of events for this week to celebrate International Development Week.  This includes a series of workshops and presentations.

Canada's Role in International Development, Carmela Prinzo, (Canadian Int'l Development Agency)

Food Ethics and Consumerism, Natalyn Tremblay (Secondary School Program Coordinator, Ecosource)
Waste Management, Damian MacSeain, M.E., O.T.C. (Education Specialist, Peel Waste Management)
Fair Trade and Child Labour, Ingrid Heinrichs Pauls (Public Relations & Education, Ten Thousand Villages Canada)
Leaders Today, Jesse Jewell and Hawa Sabriye (Int'l Trips Facilitator and Volunteer, Free the Children)
In addition, Mr. Graham, a teacher in the Music Department, and his Grade 12 music class, AMU 4M7, have made a successful link with schools in Ohio, California and Buena Aires, Argentina.  Our students will be composing music to be used in videos, news programs and presentations.  With the use of Internet through web cam and on-line forums, both teachers and students can interface in creating a product developed by students for students.

This is an excellent example of how technology can be used to communicate and collaborate with others around the work in real, engaging projects that make a difference.  This can change how students learn, how they think and who they are as Global citizens.

At this time Glenforest says goodbye to several teachers who completed assignments with us at the end of semester one.  Best wishes to Mr. Mulqeen, Ms Kiousis, Ms Di Palma, Mr. Hunter and Mrs. Janelle.
We welcome Ms Jones to Languages, Ms Ramkhelawan to Science, Ms Panwar to Business and Mr. Fusca to Tech-Arts Department.

Please note:  There is a schedule change for our Professional Learning Community days.

Wednesday, February 20th
Early Dismissal at 12:00 noon.  Classes will be 40 minutes each.  The bus schedule will remain the same.

Thursday, March 6th
Early Dismissal at 12:00 noon.

Wednesday, April 9th
Early Dismissal

In consultation with the staff and members of the School Council we will be trying an Early Release instead.  Please view our web site for details of class time.  Thank you for your co-operation.
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