              GLENFOREST SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

Wednesday Oct 8th, 2008

PRESENT: Lorraine Bissell, Annette Lawrence, Cindy Horvath,   Kathie Meikle, Sikander Abulkair, Iqbal Brar, Grainne Duggan,  Shu Chen,  Joyce Dougherty, Grainne Duggan,  Sandy Evans, Frank Evans, Elaine Gonneau, Grace Kwan, Brian Lasby, Don McTavish,  Annie Mishcenko, Antonio Pena, Don Reynolds,   Sanjay Sawhney,    Amit Unadkat (SAC), Pavan Rastogi, XiaoPin Jin, Pratima Siewrattan, Jo Anne Walker, Gauray Joshipura, and Yanping Zhao.

Welcome to all by Lorraine Bissell. 

Sandy Evans accepted the minutes of Sept.10th . Grace Kwan was present at the last meeting. Seconded by Sanjay Sawhney.

SAC Report

Amit reported that the Spirit Day assembly was a success.

They showed a Terry Fox video and each grade had their own Spirit Day message.They had a Lion King theme. The SAC matched the collections of the top class, which was a $400 contribution and the school raised around $5000.00. The top classes( 11’s and 12’s) will have a mixer in November. 

The SAC is selling SPC cards for $8.50 ( student priced discount cards)

Oct, 17th will have a Halloween Ball $3.00 / student or 2 / $5.00

Oct 24th is commencement and the gift from SAC is still under discussion.

Co Chair’s Report

Lorraine attended the College and Alternative Careers Fair on Oct. 2nd . All the colleges were represented as well as the Metal Works Music Studio and the electricians’  union

All Classes were encouraged to attend. 

She also gave a presentation at the grade 9 meet the teacher night to try and recruit more parents.

Mr Tom Petterson is trying to find ways to by-pass the student filter by possibly emailing parents directly. He will come and speak to us at the next meeting.

Students are always welcome at any evening events for the parents.

The School Success Survey (parent Portion) will hopefully be handed out with the mid term report cards. We hope to send them home in the parent’s first language. It should be returned on interview night. The more surveys that are collected the better the statistical representation. 

Brad Marsh came to one of our Tuesday morning sessions to discuss the students’ misuse of the cafeteria and their impolite behaviour towards the custodial staff. Students are leaving their garbage on the tables and assume that someone else will dispose of it. There will be consequences in the future for this behaviour. Stay Tuned.

November 26th will be our annual WinterFest meeting. We celebrate with the community at large. Please bring a treat for this festival. We will be inviting the Superintendent Pat Rossel and our Trustee Ruth Thompson as well as our community officer. 

Some parents were wondering if having interviews in Oct would be more beneficial than waiting until November. Everything is under review. We can call counselors at the school if we need to have info on our students. Joanne W stated that sometimes the counselors wait to hear from the students first.

Abhinav Sawhney gave a presentation on Deca and that he was recruiting judges for November and February. ( see attached sheet). 

He aquired a  nice  list of parents and teachers who have signed up for more info.

Principal’s Report.

Cindy introduced Yan Ping Xiao a Youth Host Facilitator with Dixie Bloor Neighbourhood Centre. She needs volunteer students for her Youth Host Program. This is a mentorship program that matches new students with Canadian youth. She is recruiting 15-24 year old students interact with immigrant youth 3 hours per week in an organized activity. So far 30 students have volunteered and we will be inviting Yan Ping to our volunteer fair in February.

We have 3 teachers from Korea visiting and interacting with our ESL dept. This is the second year we have hosted them

There was a bullying prevention survey done on Oct 7th. 

As well as the problems in the cafeteria there are too many late students in the morning. On any given morning there are 60-70 late students . There will be a concerted effort to deal with the lates: First with gentle rememinders( teachers wearing sandwich boards ) and then detentions which will involve Study Hall in the students’ lunch hour. 

We held auxillary elections for those who were absent last month. Annie Meschinko voted in favour seconded by Sandy  Evans. 

Pratima Siewrattan, Sanjay Sawhney and JoAnne Walker were added to our Council Membership.

Mr Wilson is head of the Alternative Concerns of the school . He has 20 years of experience in teaching. The school has 3.5 counsellors available to the students.  

He is responsible for organizing  the different fairs for the students( College and University) that he has in the foyer of the school. He distributed a handout illustrating the student success process( see handout) at the school . The  handout was designed by Vera Peros of student services. 

He stressed the importance of improving and maintaining effective communications with parents and students concerning the many different Pathways for Learning. Graduating students will get a pin# in early November for applying for post secondary education on line.

He took us on a tour of the new ILC dept now named the Student Success Space and on the way we had a look at the cafeteria which should have been in a mess to show us the trouble they have with student cleanup.( Unfortunately the custodians had already cleaned it up as we were later than was expected.) 

This new space has 6 new computers for their use, individual study carrels and a comfy corner to discuss in. The students are encouraged to come in their lunch hour for help to have the least upset to their timetable.

The meeting adjounrned around 8:45 . Thanks to Abulkair Sikander for the somosas.

