              GLENFOREST SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

Wednesday Sept 10th, 2008

PRESENT: Lorraine Bissell, Annette Lawrence, Cindy Horvath, Kelly Dever,  Kathie Meikle, Iqbal Brar, Joyce Dougherty, Sandy Evans, Elaine Gonneau, ,  Richard Lo, Don McTavish,  Annie Mishcenko, Jyoti Trivedi, Uzma Qidwai, Don Reynolds,  , Sikander Abulkhair, Rose Williams, Sanjay Sawhney, Lily Gnovu, Jo-Anne Pietrantonio, Sivapatha Sundalam, Xin Jing Hou, Grainne Duggan, Everton Mendonca, Amit Unadkat, Pavan Rastogi, Annie Pang, Xiao Pni Jin, Donming Wang, Sunita Malik, Hyun( Jennifer) Song, and Brian Lasby

Welcome to all by Lorraine Bissell. 

Uzma Qidwai accepted the minutes of May 21st with a few edits. Grace Kwan was present at the last meeting. Elaine Gonneau seconded acceptence.

Kelly Dever is our teaching Rep this semester. Chrissa Hill will be the Rep for the second semester. Both graciously came to this meeting. 

Laila and Atiya gave us a presentation about their charity fundraiser together with the Toronto General and Toronto Western Foundation for Malaria treatment for children in Tanzania. It is called tumai4tomorrow.  It is a Dinner Gala being held on Oct10/08 at the Red Rose Convention Centre. The entertainment will be Mr Graham’s group. Tickets are $60.00. There will be a silent auction and info can be had at the tumai4tomorrow web site.

Co Chair’s Report:

Lorraine explained how important it was to come out and join the School Council. It is very valuable for us to have input in the school and we receive lots of info in return. We are a conduit between the staff and the students. We do not fundraise. We generally focus on a different school department at our meetings. We receive an update from the principal on the goings on at Glenforest re the planning issues and action Teams.

We always have our trade mark cupcakes and we sponsor or help with a   few school events: Literacy Breakfast, Volunteer Fair,etc.   

We need more than 5 parents/guardians on the council to make a quorum.

Kathy Meikle the non teaching Rep has volunteered to run the election process.

SAC Report

Bianca Giulioni the president of the SAC introduced the Sac Rep Amit, who will come to our meetings and report on their goings on in the school

SAC ran a JUMP conference on Sept. 6th. It was to introduce grade 9 IB students into the IB program. 

Other SAC events:

EPS conference on Sept11-12th 

Sept17-23rd PhysEd leadership camp

Grade Reps are elected on Sept 15th   

Sept 26th Terry fox assembly and walk followed by Spirit Day

Principal’s Report
Cindy introduced Laurie Maveal Mclaughlin who talked about the Glenforest 40year reunion to be held on Saturday June 6th. The theme will be “The Time of Your Life”

There is a committee that has been started and there will be a web site set up.

Email address is glenforest.reunion@gmail.com
Anyone who would like to join a sub committee is welcome

There will be 8 rooms set up in the school about the school in 5 year sections

There will be school tours, a BBQ and in the evening a Dance and Silent Auction

They are looking for alumnae speakers: ie, Anwar Knight and Farah Nassur

Sports games for the day with Alumnae vs teachers

They hope to get as many people involved as possible and maybe set up a scholarship for the school. 

The yearbook this year will have a 40th anniversary theme

Laurie is also in charge of the bullying prevention program in the school

that was set up in response to bill 212.

Cindy continued with :

The registration process worked very well this year. There were more than 1000 students that came to pre registration. School started  quickly on the first day. It was a success. 

 We have new tables and chairs outside and there is new signage in the halls.

The Agenda has been revamped and the first 32 pages are important to become familiar with. The language reflects changes to the “ Climate for Learning” (School Safety) policy.

The students and teachers are doing a school success survey and the parents are invited to do one as well. This will be done around November with the date TBA

Rob Wilson is coordinating the email communication with the graduating students. Emails are sent out reminding about important dates ei night school, University and college fairs etc.

Grade 9 Meet the Teacher Night is on Sept.25th. It has a curriculum focus and you will be able to spend 10 minutes in each of your child’s classes.

If you have any questions regarding things at school please call the school as communication is key.

The IB coordinators are looking into having an email system like the graduating students to be kept informed of the important dates, especially for CAS reporting and extended essay deadlines,

Janet Williams is our interim VP until the board can get some new VPs hired. She is a retired VP who is coming to help out. There is a promotion process in October so hopefully by November we will a permanent VP.

SAC Advisor’s Report :

This year there will be 3 staff advisors for SAC: Melissa Hamilton, Carolyn Orr, and Ansuya Shell reflecting the important work of said positions.

Melissa and Ansuya talked about where the money goes that we pay for SAC fees. $15.00 goes to the yearbook fund and the rest is used for clubs and things for the students. Requests are received and then the money is given for those that benefit the most students. The SAC executives under the supervision of the SAC advisors maintain the budgeting.

The money is used also for Dances and Spirit Day and to support families around Christmas time.  This includes paying for Officers at the Dances.

Their meetings are Monday evenings after school and anyone can join. 

The money is not for Athletic programs as they have separate funding for Team sports.

The SAC also funds the Annual school play

Election:

Kathie Meikle announced all the names of the nominees. We were all acclaimed and we now have 17 new members. Lorraine and Annette will continue to Co-Chair for the year. We would like to train someone to join us for next year as Annette is in her final year at the school.

Council Members are as follows: Lorraine Bissell, Sikander Abulkhair, Joyce Dougherty, Grainne Duggan, Sandy Evans, Elaine Gonneau, Xiao Pin Jin, Grace Kwan, Brian Lasby, Annette Lawrence, Sunita Malik, Don and Kelly McTavish, Annie Mishenko, Uzma Qidwai, Don Reynolds, Jyoti Trivedi, and Rose Williams.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:45 PM

