GLENFOREST SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

Wednesday 14 January 2009

PRESENT: Lorraine Bissell, Cindy Horvath, Kathy Meikle, Kelly Dever, Amit Unadkat, Heidi Au, Caroline Baird, Grainne Duggan, Elaine Gonneau, Brian Lasby, Joanne Walker.

WELCOME:  The meeting was called to order at 7 pm  and it was determined that  sufficient parent members were present to create a quorum.  The meeting continued.  Thanks to all who braved the weather.

Review of previous minutes:  The minutes to the meetings of 08 Oct 08 and 26 Nov 08 were reviewed.  The following spelling errors were noted:

· 08 Oct – spelling of ‘Peterson’ vs ‘Petterson’ and inclusion of Kelly Dever in attendees’ list;

· 26 Nov – spelling of ‘Brian’ vs ‘Brain” and ‘seen’ vs ‘seem’ plus the inclusion of Kelly Dever in attendees’ list.

A motion was made to accept the Minutes as amended by Elaine Gonneau and seconded by Brian  Lasby.  Motion carried.

SAC REPORT: The SAC has been very busy with community service and fun activities.  The annual clothing drive before the Christmas break was very successful.  Conducted as a pizza party competition between homerooms, an average of three large garbage bags was collected from each home-room.  The majority of the donations were given to the Dixie Bloor Neighbourhood Centre with extras passed on to Value Village. SAC hopes to continue this event as an annual project.


Currently there are no SAC activities during this exam moratorium.  However Matchmaker will be back for the Valentine’s Day festivities.  This is a computerized romance survey that hopefully pairs up ‘likely’ couples. The Necklace Game will also make an appearance for a Fridays in the SAC  program.  The next big event is the Spring Fling Dance – date TBA.  A local radio station Z1033.5 features local schools during their broadcasts and SAC is hoping to tempt them to tour our school.

CO-CHAIR’S REPORT: Council was reminded of our Volunteer Fair Friday 13 Feb.  Local volunteer groups recruit and publicise their agencies in the lobby over the students’ lunch hours with the aim of providing them with volunteering opportunities.  This will be our fifth fair.


An analysis of our attendance data revealed that our April Council meeting was historically the worst attended meeting!   To that end, this year we will have a March meeting instead of an April meeting.  This will also help us in drumming up volunteers for our Literacy Breakfast 2 April 09. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT: Sadly Pat Rossal’s (our Superintendent) mother passed away the previous day after a long illness.  A donation to the Alzheimer’s Society was made on everyone’s behalf by the school.

Cindy announced that she has become a member of the Mississauga-Dixie chapter of the Rotary Club.  This is to further enhance our school’s involvement in the community and perhaps lead to some interesting initiatives.

The results from the parent portion of the School Success Survey are in! We had a good response with over 400 parents returning the surveys.  Cindy hopes to meet with the School Success Team to wade through and cogitate on the data with the possibility of reporting to the Council for the Feb meeting.

The school is switching to a new home-school communication system called ‘SynerVoice’. This system has a plethora of customizing features that have not yet begun to be explored.  It is used by other schools and has been well received.

There is renewed emphasis on schools’ cultural proficiency and Cindy is working with her staff to foster increased awareness and understanding about how our multi-cultural world impacts the work done in the school by and for the students.  A précis of the text of the workbook was made available.  In addition, the international mindedness if the IB program is being reinforced through workshops to be attended by Cindy, Kelly Dever, Daphne Habib (IB Coord) and two other teachers.  (Note: Our IB pgm is to be evaluated in 2010) Cindy also attended a conference in England last Nov on the subject of International Global Connections as it applied to the IB pgm.  In general she sees this as a good philosophy for our school as a whole. (Note: the  ‘VP” of the host school for that conference may be visiting GFSS in March 09.) 

Exams are next week.

STUDENT SERVICES: Sheila O’Shaughnessy braved the terrible weather conditions to tell us about some great initiatives from the Student Services Dept, discuss Option Selection/Pathways To Learning and to answer individual concerns.

This year course changes (where possible) for 2nd semester were actioned NOW before the start of the semester.  Hopefully this will lead to less disruption to the start of the semester and have students going into exams “settled & comfy” knowing these issues are addressed.   Students will also have a Subject Fair 11 & 12 Feb to provide them with opportunities to research their course options.  Ms. O’Shaughnessy has also asked that there be no field trips those two days.  Option Deadline is 23 Feb – giving everyone ample time after report card day (10 Feb) and IB Info Night (5 Feb) to make those important course selection decisions.  

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.  Next meeting is Weds 11 Feb 09.

