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Tips on How Parents Can Help Their Child Succeed in School

For parents of all students

· You are your child’s first teacher and you continue to teach and model

· Believe that you can make a difference in your child’s education

Suggestions for helping you child succeed in school:

1. Establishing a daily family routine.

· Providing time and a quiet place to study.

· Being firm about times to get up and go to bed, even in high school.

· Having dinner together and discussing the day.

· Focus on developing habits, even if there is no homework.

· There is never NO homework.  Set aside time every night to study/review notes.

· Have your child organize their notes daily for the unit of study and figure out if any notes are missing.

· Help your child organize his/her binder.

2. Monitoring out-of-school activities.

· Setting limits on TV watching.

· Monitor the amount of time children spend on FaceBook, YouTube, phone, MSN, texting, playing video games, IPods, MP3s, etc.

· Student must turn off all electronic devices and sign out of MSN.  

· No computers in the student’s bedroom, no cell phones during sleeping hours.

· No use of electronic devices during social settings (i.e., dinner time, homework, in the car, family visits, etc.)

3. Modeling the value of learning, self-discipline, and hard work.

· Communicating through questioning and conversation.

· Demonstrating that achievement comes from working hard.
· Using reference materials and the library.
· Have your child teach you the material they have learned.

· Read at home for fun.

4. Encouraging your child’s development and progress in school

· Maintaining a warm and supportive home (Observe your child carefully and comment on the things he/she does well).

· Showing interest in children’s progress at school.

· Helping with homework.

· Staying in touch with teachers and school staff, even in high school.

· Build working relationships with teachers to create open lines of communication.

· Track your child’s attendance.
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