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November 2008 Newsletter

	From the Desk of C. Horvath, Principal
Welcome to the parents and families of our Glenforest Gryphons!  The Administrative Team along with our Student Success Team will be reviewing the summary of our mid-term marks to date and focussing on students who are at risk of not obtaining their full credits.
This year we have created three classes of Locally Developed Programs which are geared specifically for students with academic challenges.  This will be monitored closely throughout the year to assess the effectiveness of this unique approach.

Last week, I had the opportunity of joining our two Co-operative Education teachers, Mrs. Del-Maschio and Mr. Hallman to visit three of our students.  These placements included a garage, preschool/daycare and a restaurant.  I was very pleased both with how our staff have custom designed these work experiences and in how the students have excelled.  This success has given them new hope and motivation to develop and follow through on their Learning Plan not only for graduation but for post-secondary study.

Our school will be conducting School Success surveys entitled, "Your Voice Counts" which is a three way survey of parents, students and staff.  These surveys are conducted approximately every four to five years and are extremely informative to ascertain our overall effectiveness in meeting the needs of our students, staff and reaching out to the parent community.  The results will be tabulated and shared upon completion.  The Parent Survey will be distributed separately on Monday, November 17th and should be in the appropriate language in your home.  Please fill these out and return to the school either through your child or at Parents' Night on Thursday, November 20th.  Our School  Council will be present in the main foyer to collect these.  We can only become a better school if we take time to evaluate our work – this is your opportunity to share your thoughts with us, so please participate!
On Monday, November 3rd, our school hosted the entire teaching staff of our Glenforest Family of schools to hear our keynote speaker, Mr. Damian Cooper, who is a very well regarded educator in the field of assessment.  His common sense approach combined with years of classroom experience brought about  much dialogue based on our current assessment practices.  The afternoon was dedicated to individual Departments to take inventory of their progress in this area and design of next steps on working towards a more aligned path within the department.  Formative Assessment – daily feedback and regular ongoing communication with the student, has proven to be the most effective way of helping not only the student to check his or her learning, but to aid the teacher in monitoring how well the class has understood the 'big ideas' of the lesson.  This thread of Professional Development will continue throughout our Early Release days.  The next Early Release Day is scheduled for Wednesday, December 3rd.
I look forward to seeing you on Thursday, November 20th.  It will be a busy evening beginning with our Celebration of Achievement Ceremony at 5:30 p.m. and Parent-Teacher Interviews beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Sincerely,

Ms. C. Horvath
	
	In keeping with our green school status, we would like to start sending this newsletter  by email.

To receive this newsletter by email please send your email address to Kathleen.meikle@peelsb.com. 
Please state your student's name(s) and student number(s) in your email.

Immunization Records…..

Please be sure your students' immunization records are up to date and send them to the Region of Peel.
from Business…..

Our DECA club is currently preparing for regional competitions.  The Young Investors Club is currently competing in the first term stock challenge(open to students across Canada).
from Mathematics…..

The Math Department’s Peer tutoring program is in full swing.  Tutoring is available during the second half of each lunch period.  Room 210 is used in Period 3 and Room 211 is used in Period 4.

Parents, students and teachers are invited to attend the Grade 9 Enhanced Math Fair on Thursday, Nov. 27 in the library.  Come and have some fun trying to solve Olympic themed problems, either one of the classics, or a Grade 9 creation!  
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from Alternative Programs…..
Mr. Wilson, the Head of Alternative Programs is pleased to announce the opening of the NEW Student Success Space - Delivering Programs that Make a Difference One Student at a Time!  This new classroom space offers the alternative programming the school is mandated to deliver by the Peel District School Board and the Ontario Ministry of Education.  The classroom has been outfitted with 10 new carrels / 5 student computers / reading corner and audio visual equipment. Independent Learning Courses and Credit Recovery courses are taught to students by Ms. Maveal and Ms. Jaffer.  These teachers have been very busy since the beginning of the school year and to date they have over 53 credits in 15 different courses that they are overseeing.


	from Physical Education…..

The Leadership class enjoyed three great days of team building and outdoor educational activities at Olympia Sports camp in September.  Grade 10s Phys. Ed. students had the opportunity to go canoeing and do a variety of high ropes challenges at Seneca Outdoor Centre.  Grade 9 students will be taking part in a 4 day indoor climbing wall program prior to Christmas break.

 

A wide variety of fall sports seasons have just come to an end. Highlights include the varsity girls' field hockey team winning the Tier 2 championships. Jake Wanuch represented the Gryphons at OFSAA in Sarnia.  The Junior Boys' Volleyball team lost only 2 games in regular season play.  The Senior Girls' Basketball team peaked in the playoffs, qualifying for the second round, only to lose to Erindale by 1 point.  The Senior boys' volleyball is currently starting their playoff run.

 

All the best to the upcoming winter season teams!  

from Student Services…..

In an effort to modernize lines of communication with our graduating students about Post Secondary Planning, Student Services (Mr. Wilson) has started to email updates.  Students have signed up to receive the emails and become part of the distribution list.  Some examples of email topics include:  application processes / apprenticeship career fair / night school courses and dates / scholarship information and open house dates and times.  This new method of communication has been very successful and has increased student participation in their own Post Secondary Planning.  Any parent/guardian that would like to receive the emails can sign up at the Student Services desk during parents night on November 20th 2008.
 

Post Secondary Destinations come to Glenforest!  On Thursday October 2nd Student Services hosted a College and Alternative Careers Fair Morning.  There were over 25 displays including most Ontario Colleges, RCMP, Landscape Ontario , Registered and Practical Nurse Associations and the Joint Apprenticeship Council to mention a few.  The grade 8 students came over for the morning and the presenters reported that they had some excellent questions.  On Thursday Oct 9th Student Services hosted a University Fair Morning.  All Ontario universities were invited.  All students in the school were allowed to attend both fairs to ask questions and gather information that will allow them to prepare for their post secondary experience.

 

Timetable / Course Change Request Process for Semester Two!  We in Student Services understand that plans change and students might require a course adjustment for semester two.  The changes are not always possible, but counsellors will listen to student requests during the times below:

 
Grade 11 and 12 - Week of January 5-9

during lunch/spare/after school

(note:  No after school on January 5th due to staff meeting)

Grade 9 and 10 - Week of January 12-16
during lunch or after school


	
	from Science…..

The Science Club and Science Tutoring has begun.  The department is promoting literacy and climate change knowledge with the introduction of 'We are the Weather Makers' as complimentary reading for grade 10.

A camping/ecology trip to Finlayson Field Centre took place with Grade 10 Science, and Grade 12 Biology classes.  It was an overall excellent trip for the students.  Also, a group of Grade 12 students traveled to McMaster University for their annual Math & Science competition

from Social Science…..

The Social Science department is bringing some exciting changes to Glenforest for the 2008-2009 school year.  Mr. Poll and Mrs. Melo are planning to launch the Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology course to our grade eleven students.  Mr. Peterson is introducing Urban Patterns and Interactions; Glenforest's first human geography course geared towards students in grade twelve who are headed to college.  Also, we will be expanding our I.B. course offerings with Standard Level Psychology.
International News……

Our student organized group, Youth in Global Action teamed up with Toronto General and Western Hospital Foundation that launched a program to engage Canadian youth – the leaders of tomorrow – in the philanthropic community.  A very special fundraiser, was held at the Red Rose Convention Centre in Mississauga on Friday, October 10th.  The evening included a gala dinner, musical entertainment by our very own Mr. Graham, silent auction and a presentation by Dr. Daar, world renowned physician in the treatment of malaria.  This combined effort resulted in $5,000 that will be directed to the McLaughlin-Rotman Centre for Global Health.
The fundraiser, entitled "Tumai for Tomorrow" – tumai means "hope" in Swahili – is in support of malaria research in Africa.

Secondly, Glenforest hosted a group of three teachers from Korea.  They visited our school over several days to learn more about the culture and structure of the education system in Canada.  They were very impressed by our students and the warm reception by our staff.

And thirdly, I had the pleasure and honour of representing our school in the West Sussex "International Links Leadership Conference" held in Horsham, England in mid-October.  The focus of my presentation was Building a Cohesive Learning Environment Through International Mindedness and Local Citizenship".  Four continents were represented at this conference where the main focus was to develop more linkages around the world.  This could include integration into the curriculum of international topics; video conferencing and increased use of technology, for example.  This all builds on our school philosophy of "Local Action and Global Awareness".          
                                                                C. Horvath

                      




Nothing under these headings for this report.

from International Baccalaureate…..

from Special Education…..

Staff News…..
International News……
Around the School…..

from Languages…..

from Tech/Arts…..

Mark it on your calendar





Periods 1 through 4 or 6:30 - 8:00





Grade 9


Math Fair





In the Library





Thursday Nov. 27
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